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Kohlberg's Moral Development Theory
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LAWRENCE KOHLBERG [1927-1987]
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e Kohlberg's Moral Development Theory is a
well-known theory in psychology that
explains how people develop a sense of 'Right
and wrong'.
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* He was inspired by Jean Piaget's cognitive
development theory and extended it by
focusing on how people reason about right and
wrong.
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* Moral maturity isbased on Cognitive maturity.
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* Kohlberg's theory focus on moral reasoning.
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MORALITY ( Afeerar)

* Morality means the understanding of what is right and wrong in human
behaviour.

Afaenar o1 379 & AHE HaeR § 1 9 © 3R 1 ord, SHeT THe 2l

* Itincludesthevalues, principles, rules that guide and actions in society.
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MORAL REASONING ( Hfaes aeh )

®* Moral reasoning is the process of
thinking and deciding about what is
rightand wrongin a situation.
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MORAL DILEMMA ( faers gfaer )

* Moral Dilemma is a situation where a ==
person had to choose between two or
more actions, and each has both moral and
immoral sides - making the decision
difficult.
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One of the Kohlberg's famous dilemma is of Heinz Dilemma
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* A mannamed Heinz had a wife who was very sick and had cancer.
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* A special medicine had been discovered that could save her life but it was
very expensive.
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e He could not afford that, tried to borrows money, asked pharmacist to
lower the price, but pharmacist refused.
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* Heinz became desperate and finally broke the pharmacy to steal the
medicine to save his wife.
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Helnz Dilemma

an interactive animation




Kohlberg asked a series of questions such as:
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1)

2)

3)
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Heinz should not steal the drug since it would be breaking the law?
1 T8 <1 ol S 78T U AMeT iR T8 TR 1 Scare BR?

Heinz should steal the drug and accept any prison sentence?
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Heinz Should steal the drug and not go to prison as this is unfair?
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Three Levels of Morality
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Pre-Conventional Level (4-10 Years)
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Conventional Level (10-13 Years)
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Post Conventional Level (13 and Above)
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Each level is associated with increasingly complex stage of moral
development.
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Stages of Moral Development
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LEVEL(&) -1 STAGES ( =RUT)
Pre-Conventional Level 1. Obedience & Punishment Orientation
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2. Individualism & Exchange / Personal
Reward Orientation
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e InPre-Conventionallevel morality is based on external consequences.
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— avoid punishment gain reward.
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Stage 1. Obedience & Punishment Orientation

TRUT 1: STATHRIAT TS 8

» Rightand wrong depend on avoiding punishment.
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»  Childrens obey rules to avoid getting in trouble.
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» Example: Stealing is wrong because you will get punished.
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Stage 2: Individualism & Exchange / Personal Reward Orientation
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> Self-Interest
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> Rightactionis whatbenefits the individual.
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> "Youhelpme,Ihelpyou"[give-and- take approach]
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» Example:Give me your pen, I'll give youmy eraser.
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LEVEL (&) -2 STAGES ( =IXUT)

Conventional Level 3. Interpersonal Relationship (Good boy,
TRUReR &1 good girl)
saeferre Hier T SR
4. Maintaining the Social Order
(Law & Order)
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e Atthislevel, moral reasoningisbased on Social rules and expectations.
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Stage 3. Interpersonal Relationship (Good boy, nice-girl orientation)
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» Rightactionmeansbeing a "good person" in the eyes of other.
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» Thefocusisonbeingnice, gaining approval and maintaining relationships.
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» Example: Heinz should steal the drug because he's a good husband.
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Stage 4. Maintaining the Social Order (Law & Order)
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» The individual sees the importance of law, rules and authority to
maintain order in society.
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» Thepersonbelieves in following rules to avoid chaos.
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» Example: Heinz should not steal because stealing is Illegal.
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LEVEL(&X) -3 STAGES ( =uT)

Post-Conventional Level 5. Social contract & Individual Rights
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6. Universal Ethical Principles
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Moral reasoning is based on abstract principles and personal values, even
if they go againstlaw or Social rules.
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Stage 5 : Social contract & Individual Rights
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Laws are important, but can be changed for fairness.
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People understand that laws are made for the greater good, but they are not
absolute.
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Example: Heinz should steal the drug because life is more important than
money.
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Stage 6 : Universal Ethical Principles
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» Moral reasoning is based on self-chosen ethical principles.
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» These principles are more important than written laws.
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> Very few people reach at this stage like mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther
King etc.
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> Example: Heinz should steal the drug because saving a life is more
important than obeying a Law.
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1)

2)

3)

1)

2)

3)

Educational Implication

( ifeger 3w )

Teachers should encourage moral growth by discussing Dilemmas.
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Moral education should involve reasoning notjustrules.
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Helps understand how students justify their decisions and actions.
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Criticism

( 3T )

Gender Bias
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> Carol Gilligan argued that Kohlberg's research was based mostly on
boys and men, not girls.
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> Gilligan felt that Kohlberg's theory ignores the moral voice of care,
which is common in women.
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Carol Gilligan an American Psychologist, she was a student of
Kohlberg.
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Notapplicable to all Cultures [Cultural Bias].
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Hypothetical situation.
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