
Notes by Himanshi Singh

1

Language and Thought

Hkk"kk ,oa fopkj

•
communication that  uses symbols 
[spoken, written or signed] to convey 
message.

Hkk"kk lapkj dh ,d lajpukRed ç.kkyh gS tks 

çrhdksa ¹cksyuk] fy• uk ;k lkadsfrd Hkk"kkº 

dk mi;ksx lans'k nsus ds fy, djrh gSA

 Language is a structural system of 

•
solving, decision-making, imagination etc.

fopkj ls rkRi;Z rdZ] leL;k lek/ku] fu.kZ; ysuk] dYiuk vkfn esa 'kkfey ekufld 

çfØ;kvksa ls gSA

 Thought refers to the mental processes involved in reasoning, problem 

Language (Hkk"kk)

Thought (fopkj)

• It allow people to express ideas, emotions, intentions and more.

;g yksxksa dks fopkj] Hkkouk,a] bjkns vkfn O;Dr djus dh vuqefr nsrk gSA

• Part of Cognitive Development.

laKkukRed fodkl dk fgLlk gSA\

• Language development is primarily associated with the left hemisphere of 
the brain

Hkk"kk dk fodkl eq[; :i ls efLr"d ds ck,a xksyk/Z ls tqM+k gksrk gSA



2

Language acquisition is the natural, uncounscious process of picking up a 
language, especially during early childhood.
Hkk"kk vtZu] fdlh Hkk"kk dks lh[kus dh LokHkkfod] vpsru izfozQ;k gS] fo'ks"k :i ls izkjafHkd 
cpiu ds nkSjkuA

Subconscious process (no formal teaching).
vopsru izfozQ;k (dksbZ vkSipkfjd f'k{k.k ugha)

Ø

ØFocus on communication, not rules.
fu;eksa ij ugha] lapkjks ij è;ku nsukA

ØMostly seen in first language learning.
vf/drj igyh Hkk"kk esa ns[kk tkrk gSA

ØAcquisition occurs through immersion, listening and interaction in real-life 
settings.
Hkk"kk vtZu okLrfod thou dh ifjfLFkfr;ksa esa rYyhurkiwoZd lquus vkSj ckrphr osQ 
ekè;e ls gksrk gSA

Language Acquisition and Language Learning
Hkk"kk vtZu vkSj Hkk"kk vf/xe

1. Language Acquisition  Hkk"kk vtZu)(

2. Language Learning Hkk"kk vf/xe)(

Language Learning is the Conscious, formal process of studying a language, 
usually in a classroom setting.
Hkk"kk vf/xe fdlh Hkk"kk dks vè;;u djus dh lpsr] vkSipkfjd izfozQ;k gS] tks vkerkSj ij 
d{kk esa dh tkrh gSA

Conscious process (involves teaching involved)
lpsr izfoQ; (f'k{k.k 'kfey gSA)

Ø

ØFocus on rules corrections and tests.
fu;eksa lq/kjksa vkSj ijh{k.kksa ij è;ku dsafnzrA

ØLanguage learning involves studying grammar, vocabulary and rules.
Hkk"kk vf/xe esa O;kdj.k] 'kCnkoyh vkSj fu;eksa dk vè;;u 'kkfey gSA

ØRequire efforts, attention and practice.
iz;kl] è;ku vkSj vH;kl dh vko';drk gSA
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Language Skills 

Hkk"kk dkS'ky

L S R W —  lq cks i fy

Listening  (lquuk)

Speaking (cksyuk)

Reading (i<+uk)

Writing  (fy[kuk)



4

• Listening  –  Reading  =   Receptive Skills

  

• Speaking  –  Writing    =   Productive Skills

  cksyuk   &    fy[kuk   =  mRiknd dkS'ky

 

lquuk    &   i<+uk    =  x̀g.kkRed dkS'ky

• Word Vocabulary of a child according to Prof. Smith

izksi+sQlj fLeFk ds vuqlkj ,d cPps dh 'kCnkoyh

1 year (o"kZ)µ3 words ('kCn)

2 year (o"kZ)µ272 words ('kCn)

3 year (o"kZ)µ2072 words ('kCn)

Factors Influencing Language Development:
Hkk"kk fodkl dks izHkkfor djus okys dkjd

Social 
Factors

Educational
Factors

Biological 
Factors or
Disorders

lkekftd

dkjd
'kSf{kd

dkjd

tSfod

dkjd ;k

fodkj

Note : 
negative, depending on specific factor and how it is applied.

Hkk"kk fodkl ij dkjdksa dk izHkko ldkjkRed ;k udkjkRed nksuksa gks ldrk gS] tks fof'k"V 

dkjd vkSj mlds vuqiz;ksx ij fuHkZj djrk gSA

The impact of factors on language development can be both positive or 



Stages of Language acquisition
Hkk"kk vtZu ds pj.k

1. COOING owQduk)&Six weeks (6 gÝrs)

• Sound produce (èofu mRiknu)

2. BABBLING (cycykuk)&about Six months (6 eghus ds ckn)
• Single syllable words – Ma, Pa, Da, Ka, etc. 
 ,d v{kj okys 'kCn & ek] ik] nk] dk vkfnA

3. One word Stage &12 – 18 months /eghusa

 (,d 'kCn voLFkk) • Mom, Water, Food etc.

 ek¡] [kkuk] ikuh vkfnA

4. Two word Stage &1.5  –  2 years/o"kZ

 (nks 'kCn voLFkk) • Telegraphic speech (VsfyxzkfiQd oko~Q)

 new word formation (u, 'kCn xBu)

eg – Mom water. (eEek ikuh)

    Dad go. (ikik x,)

5. Longer utterances &2  –  4 years / o"kZ

 (yEcs mPpkj.k)

(

Note : Pre-school age [Early childhood period] – 2 to 6 year is the most 
crucial age for language development.

iwoZ ckY;koLFkk voLFkk&2 ls 6 o"kZ Hkk"kk fodkl ds fy, lcls egRoiw.kZ vk;q gSA

5
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Piaget and Vygotsky on Language and Thought:
Hkk"kk vkSj fopkj ij fi;kts vkSj ok;xksRldh

1. Thought precedes Language or 
determines it.

fopkj Hkk"kk ls igys vkrk gS vkSj mls fu/kZfjr 

djrk gSA

2. Egocentric speech is of no use.

vag dsafnzr oko~Q fdlh dke dk ugha gSA

3. Cognitive development is independent 
of language.

laKkukRed fodkl Hkk"kk ls Lora=k gSA

1. In the initial stage of life thought & 
language are independent.

thou dh izkjafHkd voLFkk esa fopkj vkSj Hkk"kk 

Lora=k gksrs gSA

2. Whereas Private speech gives direction 
to children.

tcfd futh Hkk"k.k cPpksa dks fn'kk nsrh gSA

3. Language is essential for cognitive 
development.

Hkk"kk laKkukRed fodkl ds fy, vko';d gSA

Piaget (fi;kts) Vygotsky (ok;xksRldh)

•
reinforcement principles by associating words with meanings.

fLduj us rdZ fn;k fd cPps 'kCnksa ds vFkks± ds lkFk tksM+dj O;ogkjoknh lqǹ<+hdj.k 

fl¼karksa ds vk/kj ij Hkk"kk lh• rs gSA

• He described it in his book ‘Verbal Behaviour'

mUgksaus viuh iqLrd ôcZy fcgsfo;j* esa bldk o.kZu fd;k gSA

 Skinner argued that children learn language based on behaviourist 

Skinner
fLduj
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•
humans are born with an innate capacity for language, that allows them
to learn and use language effortlessly.

ukWe pkWELdh dk Hkk"kk fodkl fl¼kar ;g çLrkfor djrk gS fd euq"; tUetkr Hkk"kk {kerk 

ds lkFk iSnk gksrk gS] tks mls lgtrk ls Hkk"kk lh• us vkSj mldk mi;ksx djus dh vuqefr 

nsrk gSA

• This innate capacity is often referred to as the Language acquisition Device 
(LAD) or universal grammer.

bl tUetkr {kerk dks vDlj Hkk"kk vtZu midj.k (LAD)  ;k lkoZHkkSfed O;kdj.k 

dgk tkrk gSA

 Noam Chomsky's theory of language development, proposes that 

Noam Chomsky
ukWe pkWELdh

—   Language 
       (Hkk"kk)

—   Acquisition 
      (vf/xzg.k)

—   Device 
      (midj.k)

L

A

D

•
finite set of grammar rules.

cPps vlhfer MsVk ds laidZ esa vkrs gSa vkSj fn, x, MsVk] LAD O;kdj.k ds fu;eksa dk 

,d lhfer lsV rS;kj djrs gSaA

 Children are exposed to unlimited data and given data, LAD produce a 
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•
mechanisms and constraints shared by all human languages and 
considered to be innate"

lkoZHkkSfed O;kdj.k dks vkerkSj ij ¶Jsf.k;ksa] ra=kksa vkSj ck/kvksa dh ç.kkyh ds :i esa 

ifjHkkf"kr fd;k tkrk gS] tks lHkh ekuo Hkk"kkvksa }kjk lk>k dh tkrh gS vkSj ftls tUetkr 

ekuk tkrk gSA̧

 Universal Grammar is usually defined as the "system of categories, 

Universal Grammar
lkoZHkkSfed O;kdj.k

Behaviorist
imitation

O;ogkjokn fØ;k&çlwr vuqca/u (lqǹ<+hdj.k) vkSj vuqdj.k ds ekè;e ls 

lh• k x;kA

Nativist Language Acquisition Device (LAD) biologically prepares 
infants to learn rules of language through universal 
grammar

Lons'kh Hkko Hkk"kk vtZu midj.k (,y,Mh) f'k'kqvksa dks lkoZHkkSfed O;kdj.k ds 

ekè;e ls Hkk"kk ds fu;eksa dks lh• us ds fy, tSfod :i ls rS;kj djrk gSA

Interactionist Inner capacities and environment work together; Social 
context is important

baVjsD'kfuLV vkarfjd {kerk,a vkSj i;kZoj.k ,d lkFk dke djrs gSa_ lkekftd lanHkZ 

egRoiw.kZ gSA

Learned through operant conditioning (reinforcement) and 



9

1. Phonemes
Lofue

• Smallest unit of sound.

• E.g. Ch, Ph, Th.

p] i] rA

• A phoneme is a unit of sound that can distinguish one word from another 
in a particular language.

Lofue èofu dh og bdkbZ gS tks fdlh fo'ks"k Hkk"kk esa ,d 'kCn dks nwljs ls vyx dj 

ldrh gSA

 

èofu dh lcls NksVh bdkbZA

2. Morpheme
:fie

• A morpheme is the smallest meaningful unit in a language.

• Smallest Meaningful Combination of Sounds. E.g. Water, Cat etc.

èofu;ksa dk lcls NksVk lkFkZd la;kstuA mnkgj.k % ikuh] fcYyh] vkfnA

 

Hkk"kk dh lcls NksVh vFkZiw.kZ bdkbZ :fie dgykrh gSA

Alphabet letters (o.kZekyk ds v{kj)
Total phoneme (Lofue)
Consonant sounds (O;atu)
Vovel sound (Loj)

26

44

24

20
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3. Syntax
okD;&foU;kl

• Syntax refers to the structure or rules that words, or phrases are arranged 
in a language.

okD; & foU;kl ml lajpuk ;k fu;e dks lanfHkZr djrk gS tks ;g fu;af=kr djrk gS fd 

fdlh Hkk"kk es çrhd] 'kCn ;k okD;ka'k dSls O;ofLFkr fd, tkrs gSA

4. Semantics
vFkZ&foKku

• Semantics refers to the meaning of the statement – whether the logic or 
behaviour of code makes sense.

vFkZ & foKku dFku ds vFkZ dks lanfHkZr djrk gS & D;k dksM+ dk rdZ o O;ogkj feydj 

le> cukrs gSA

• The study of the meanings of words and phrases.

'kCnksa vkSj okD;ka'kksa ds vFkks± dk vè;;uA

• Examples : Madam   Drives   a bicycle.

   Rides   ü

mnkgj.k % esMe lkbfdy pykrh gSA



11

5. Pragmatics
Hkk"kkfoKku esa O;kogkfjdr

• Unlike semantics, which focuses on the literal meaning of words, 
pragmatics focuses on inferred meaning perceived by the speaker and
listener, who use manner, place, and time of an utterance to create 
meaning.

vFkZ foKku ds foijhr] tks 'kCnksa ds 'kkfCnd vFkZ ij è;ku dsafær djrk gS] O;ogkfjd 

foKku oDrk vkSj Jksrk }kjk xzg.k fd, x, vuqekfur vFkZ ij è;ku dsafær djrk gS] tks vFkZ 

cukus ds fy, dFku ds rjhds] LFkku vkSj le; dk mi;ksx djrs gSA

6. Linguistic Determination
Hkk"kk;h fu/kZj.k 

• Linguistic determinism is the concept that language and its structures 
limit and determine human knowledge or thought, as well as thought 
processes.

Hkk"kk;h fu/kZj.k og vo/kj.kk gS ftlds vuqlkj Hkk"kk vkSj mldh lajpuk,a ekuo Kku ;k 

fopkj] lkFk gh fopkj çfØ;kvksa dks lhfer vkSj fu/kZfjr djrh gSA
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