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Vygotsky's Socio-cultural Theory
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LEV S. VYGOTSKY (& argiicdent )
(1896-1934)

Vygotsky was a Russian Psychologist.
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A Social Constructivist
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Focus on Socio - cultural aspect.
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Vygotsky's theory stresses on the fundamental role of
social interaction in the development of cognition.
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He believed strongly that community plays a central role in the process of
"making meaning."
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Asper Contemporary theorists, Childhood is a social Construct.
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Social learning tends to precedes development.
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Three Important Aspects
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¢ Children learn best through interaction
with others.
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e Example - A children learns to solve
puzzle by watching his/her parents.
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2) CULTURE
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® Culture shapes what a child learns
and how they think. =
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* Everysociety passes downits values, knowledge and tools.
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* Example - In some culture, storytelling is a key learning tool, in other
formal schooling dominates.
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3) LANGUAGE
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¢ Languageisthe main tool for communication and thinking.
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* Ithelpschildrenexpress thoughts and understand others.
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Some other important Terms:
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Zone of Proximal Development
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* Zone of Proximal Development is an important concept that relates to the
difference between what a child can achieve independently and what a
child can achieve with guidance and encouragement from a skilled
partner.
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* Vygotsky sees the Zone of Proximal Development as the area where the
most sensitive instruction or guidance should be given, allowing the child to
develop skills they will then use on their own developing higher mental
functions.
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Zone of Proximal Development

o fawma &7

» A:Stufflearnerscando.
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» ZPD: Stuff learners can do, with
support.
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» B: Stuff learners can't do even with
support.
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* Thisis the Gap between what a child can do alone and what they can do
with help.
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* Learning happens most effectively in this zone, with support of an MKO
(more knowledgeable other).
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* Example - A child can't ride bicycle alone but can do it with Dad's help, that
taskisin their ZPD.
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More Knowledgeable Other
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e An MKO is someone who has more knowledge or skills, has better
understanding or higher ability level than learner, with respect to a
particular task or concept.
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Such as teacher, parents, other siblings or even a peer.
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The key to MKO is that they must have (or be programmed with) more
knowledge about the topic being learned than the learner does.
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A teacher helping a student under-
stand maths problems by giving step-
by-step support.
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SCAFFOLDING
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Scaffolding refers to the temporary support provided by more
knowledgeable other (MKO) to facilitate learning within the learner's
Zone of Proximal development [ZPD].
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Example - A teacher gives hints and prompts during a writing task, then
slowly reduces help as the child learns.
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Vygotsky and Language
HHT

Vygotsky believed thatlanguage develops from social interactions.
SETICHeRT <hT HIFHT 2 T3k T Wtk o fopaneti o faerfaa =idt 21

Vygotsky viewed language as man's greatest tool, a means for
communicating with the outside world.
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Language is notjust for communication, but helps in thinking and Problem-
solving.
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Thought and language are initially separate systems from the beginning of
life, merging at around three years of age.
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At this point speech and thought become interdependent.
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Three forms of language
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Social speech Private speech Silent-inner speech
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Bro, I'm so
screwed for this
exam tomorrow

(_ Private specc/o ) "Who am 1?)
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Social Speech Inner Speech.




(1) SOCIAL SPEECH ( €THT1seh o<k )

[0-3 years/al'ﬁf ]

Social Speech is used for external communication [talk to others.]
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Ithappens outloud and is meant for interaction.
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Children at this stage talk to parents, teachers or anyone around them.
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Example - Child says, "Mummy, give me toy."
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(2) PRIVATE SPEECH ( f=ft =mer )
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[3-6 years/a¥ |

Private speech is where children talk to themselves aloud.
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Ithelp child to direct self, think, plan and solve problems.
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Private speechis not meant for others to hear.
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Vygotsky believe that Private speech is a
important step in learning and self
regulation process.
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Example: A child tying shoes says “First the loop -now around - now pull.”
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Note:

e DPiaget called the stage from 2-7 years the time when Egocentric
speech occurs.
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* Vygotsky disagreed, saying this is actually private speech, which is
useful and becomes inner speech later.
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(3) SILENT-INNER SPEECH ( WH-3Tiafter aTes )
[from the age of 7 years/ (7 94 &l 3T ¥) ]

» Private speech becomes internalized and turns into inner thoughts.
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»  Thechild nolonger speaks aloud but thinks silently to guide their actions.
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» Example : An older child mentally plans homework steps without saying
anything aloud.
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Some other aspects (S 3T UgT )

Collaborative Projects
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Assistive Learning f \ Cooperative Learning
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Peer Tutoring \ Reciprocal Teaching
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Collaborative Projects ( H&ITIcTeR URESHTT )

Students work together on a shared goal or task, learning from each
other'sideas and efforts.
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Assistive Learning ( @&Tdeh Toramor)
Learning with support or help, especially within the ZPD.
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Peer Tutoring ( HERHT 37T )

A student helps teach another student. The MKO can be a peer who
understand the topicbetter.
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Cooperative Learning ( G&RTIeeR 3T{ATH )

Group learning where each member has a specific role and they depend on
each other.
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Reciprocal Teaching( e en 9170t )

A dialogue based method where student and teacher take turn leading a
discussion to understand a text.
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Note: Continuous Development
* As per Vygotsky development
is a Continous process.
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2)
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Educational Implication
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Role of teacheras a Guide, notjusta Lecturer.

TreteR 1 fHenT Teh ANISYIS % &4 H BH1 918U, 7 foh el =amead & €49 1]

Use of Zone of Proximal development.
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- focuson "right challenges" instead of too easy and too hard task.
Ed TEM IR Igd e H1d & Foa “ Tl Frdishal” T &AM higd Hil

Encourage Collaborative learning.
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Importance of language and discussion.
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Cultural Relevance in teaching.
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CRITICISM OF VYGOTSKY'S THEORY
AEETEht o fagia &t eremT

The main criticism of Vygotsky's work concerns the assumption that it is
relevant to all cultures.
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Toomuch focus on social environment.
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Ignore the biological aspects of human.
AT & Sifersh Tecgetl i SUel )




4) Toodependenton Verbal Instructions
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- Indeed, in some instances, observation and practice may be more
effective ways of learning certain skills.
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5) Limited research Base.
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